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Abstract 
The present study aimed to investigate 7th and 8th  
The data for this purpose is 
collected with the help of and a personal information form. The data 
obtained were analyzed by using SPSS/WINDOWS -13.0 program.The sample of this study included a total of 120 7th and 8th 
grade students (60 7th grades and 60 8th -2011 
educational year. The data for this purpose is collected with the help of 
and a personal information form. The data obtained were analyzed by using SPSS/WINDOWS -13.0 program. As a result of the 
study, no significant difference was observed between th
 
 
Keywords: Empathy, empathic tendency, elementary education students 
1. Introduction 
Communication has an important place in interpersonal relations and affects all areas of life of human being, a 
psycho-social living being. In order to develop an effective communication, it is undoubtedly necessary that we get 
to know people with whom we are in communication. Here at this point, the concept of empathy which we come 
across quite frequently especially in recent years has gained importance.  
th its best known definition, is 
hic approach is a concept accepted 
as necessary for positive emotion and thought transfer and arrangement of communication and gaining importance 
day by day. 
eps each of 
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plenty of proverbs and idioms in their speech can be shown in this group 
assumes an attitude of criticizing, giving advice and starting to talk about him/herself during empathic 
communication. S/he adopts an egocentric approach. However, since s/he reflects his/her emotions and thoughts 
which is the last one, a person is in a more positive empathic communication. This person does not have difficulty 
 
In order to (2010) mentions about three 
fundamental key elements: 1- 
e things as another person does. Otherwise, s/he is not considered to 
have established empathy. 2- In order for us to be considered to have established empathy, we should be able to 
understand both the emotions and thoughts of another. Understanding emotions and thoughts alone is not sufficient 
for establishing empathy. Our understanding of what another thinks by playing his/her role is a cognitive activity, 
feeling the same as another does is an emotional activity. 3- The last element included in the definition of empathy 
involves transfering emotions and thoughts occurring in our mind as a result of empathic communication with 
another. Lack of a positive transfer means insufficient empathic communication.  
The concept of empathic tendency, the independent 
and his/her desire to help ).  
In some studies made on the concept of empathy, which has gained a great deal of importance in recent years, 
investigations were made into the effects of different variables on empathy. Some researchers have concluded that 
the skill of establishing empathy varies according to some variables. These differences can be resulted from such 
factors as social roles, structural properties and style of upbringing (Rehber, 2007). One of the findings of the study 
by Davis and Franzoi (1991) on self-consciousness and changes and stability taking place in empathy was the 
any effects on the empathic skills and the adjustment levels of the students taking and not taking music education 
and it was concluded that the dependent variables of the study had no effects on the empathic skills.  
In a study made in our country on empathy, guidance counselors examined the conflict resolution behaviors of 
the elementary education second level students according to their empathic levels and investigated into whether 
there were any significant differences between these two concepts from the perspective of various variables 
considered to have effects on them. As a result of the study, it was found that the students with low empathic 
tendency level had more aggressive behaviors compared to those with high empathic tendency level. The female 
students were found to have both higher empathic tendency and problem solving levels when compared to the male 
tendency levels, their attitudes toward the profession of teaching and their professional self-esteem levels that the 
students with high empathic tendency level obtained significantly higher scores with respect to the attitudes toward 
the profession of teaching and professional self-esteem levels when compared to those with low empathic tendency 
levels. Ay (2006) investigated into whether the undergraduate education levels of nursing department students had 
reased with the increasing 
class level.  
As a result of investigations made, it was observed that studies made in our country on empathic tendency have 
not usually included demographic variables and this study aimed to investigate into whether there are any 
relationships between the elementary 7th and 8th 
 
The aim of the present study is to investigate into possible effects of demographic variables on elementary 7th and 
8th 
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2. Method 
 
2.1. Population and Sample: In accordance with the purpose of the study, during the 2010-2011 educational year, 
120 7th and 8th grade 
the pieces of information obtained from the Personal Information Form and it was examined if the mentioned 
variables had any effects on the Emphatic Tendency. 
 
2.2. Data Collection Tools 
Personal Information Form: This form includes pieces of information about such demographic characteristics of the 
elementar
educational level, which are the independent variables of the study.  
Empathic Tendency Scale: ntials to establish 
empathy in daily life. The test-retest reliability of the scale is .82. For the study of validity, the relationship between 
Inventory , 2010). The Empathic Tendency 
Scale is a five-
 the items that they strongly disagree and the sum of the scores obtained 
6, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13 and 15 are calculated in a reverse order. The minimum score that can be obtained from the scale is 
that individuals with high scores have high level of empathy tendency and those with low scores have low level of 
empathic tendency. 
 
2.3. Data Collection and Analysis 
During the data collection stage, the 7th and 8th grade students studying at the schools included in the sample were 
administered data forms based on the principle of willingness. The researcher carrying out the administration 
personally first provided information about the study and then gave the participants the personal information form 
and the Empathic Tendency Scale to be filled out. The data obtained were analyzed by using the techniques of 
ANOVA and T- -13.0 program. The data were tested at a significance level of p=0.05. 
 
3. Findings 
The demographic characteristics of the 120 students participating in the study, such as gender, mother and 
 
Table 1: Properties of Research Group 
Properties Groupings F % 
Gender  Female 54 45 
Male 66 55 
 Working 36 30 
Not Working 84 70 
orking Status Working 118 98,33 
Not Working 2 1,67 
 Primary School 41 34,16 
Secondary School 25 30,83 
High School 33 27,5 
University 21 17,5 
 Primary School 64 53,33 
Secondary School 22 18,33 
High School 24 20 
University 10 8,33 
Class level 7th Grade 60 50 
8th Grade 60 50 
When the data included in Table 1 are examined, it is possible to reach the following results: 54% of the 
students participating in the study group were females and 66% were males. When it is looked into the working 
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status of their mothers and fathers, it is observed that 70% of the mothers (x=84) are non-working and nearly all of 
ional level, it is observed 
that 41% of the students composing the sample have fathers graduating from primary school, 25% of them have 
fathers graduating from secondary school, 33% have fathers graduating from high school and 21% have fathers 
graduating from university. The finding that more than half of the mothers are primary school graduates (x=64) is 
eye-catching. The distribution made according to class level is of equal proportion. 
Starting from the results in Table 1 including the answers that the students gave to the empathic tendency scale, 
the interpretation of the findings obtained as a result of the comparison of the scores are given below.  
The mean of the empathic tendency scores obtained by the sample group participating in the study was found to 
be 65, 10. The lowest value of the scores is (min) 51 and the highest value is (max) 86. The standard deviation of the 
 
 
T-  shown in 
Table 2.  
Table 2: T-Test Results of Studen ccording to Gender Variable 
Gender   N  Mean    S  sd    t     p 
Female  54  65,78  7,14  120  1,03  0,504 
Male  66  64,55  5,86   
When the data are examined, it appears tha
differences according to gender (t(120)
65, 78, which is very close to that of the male students (mean=64, 55). This finding indicates that the relationship 
between gender and empathic tendency is not distinct at all. 
 
T-  shown in 
Table 3.  
Table 3: T-Test Results of Stu  Empathic Tendency Scores A  
    N        Mean    S       sd    t  p 
Working     84       63, 86  5, 96      120                         -1, 378              0, 396 
Non-Working    36       65, 63  6, 64       
differ significantly according to the working status of their mothers (t(120) = -1,378, p>0.05). The means of the 
empathic tendency levels of the children with working mothers (63, 86) and those of the empathic tendency levels of 
the children with non-working mothers (65, 63) are observed to be close to each other. Moreover, starting from this 
piece of information, it is possible to conclude that the working status of the mother does not make any significant 
difference in the empathic tendency scores of the students. 
  
in Table 4.  
Table 4: A  
Source of       Sum of            sd               Mean          F           p       Significant 
Variance                        Squares                         Squares          
Difference 
Between Groups        44,684        3               14,895     0.350       .789                 -  
Within Groups          4942,116            116               42,604 
Total                   4986,800                     119 
 (120) = 1,150, p>0.05). Moreover, when the means of the scores obtained 
according to the educational statuses of the fathers of the group under investigation are observed, no striking 
difference is observed (primary school= 65, 80, secondary school=65, 24, high school=64, 27, university=64, 86).  
 
Table 5.  
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Tablo 5 : ANOVA Results of Stud  
Source of    Sum of      sd   Mean            F        p           Significant  
Variance    Squares        Squares            Difference 
Between Groups  192,893       3   64,298           1,556              .204                     -  
Within Groups  4793,907    116      41,327  
Total               4986,800    119 
According to the dat
(120)= 2,338, p>0.05). When the means of the scores 
tatus are examined, it is observed that the values (primary school= 65, 
89, secondary school= 63, 32, high school= 65, 75, university= 62, 40) are very close to one another. 
 
T- lass level are shown in Table 6. 
 
Table 6: T-Test Results of Stud heir Class Levels 
Class  N  Mean  S  sd  t  p 
7th Grade  60  64,57  5,709  118               -.902               .369 
8th Grade  60  65,63  7,166   
When it 
levels according to class levels of the students (t(120)= -.902, p>0.05). The means of the empathic tendency levels of 
the 7th grade students (64, 57) and those of the empathic tendency levels of the 8th grade students (65,63) are close to 
one another. Moreover, the data regarding the means support the idea that there is no difference between two 
variables.  
During the study, the data regarding the working status of the father were also collected, but since there were 
great value differences between the students with working fathers (N=118) and with non-working fathers (N=2), 
they were not included in the study. 
 
Conclusion and Suggestions 
In the study, the effects of the variables of the educational levels of the mother and the father, the working status 
of the mother, gender and class level on emphatic tendency were examined and no significant differences were 
found between the mentioned variables and empathic tendency. Moreover, when all the variables are taken into 
consideration, it appears that the means of the scores obtained from the empathic tendency scale are very close to 
one another.  
Oz, in a study made in 1998 on the emphatic tendency levels o
tendency levels between 48 and 91. When the mentioned findings were compared with those obtained from our 
study (min: 51, max: 86), that the students at different education levels did not differ significantly in terms of 
emphatic tendency levels was an eye-catching result. Yigiter et al (2011), in their study with which they investigated 
into the ephatic tendency levels of the studying at the Physical Education and Sports Vocational School, found a 
signif
emphatic skill scores (x: 
with respect to the variable of gender (t(120)= 1,03, p>0.05), the findings showed  no parallelism. 
When the results of the present study were compared to the findings of some previous studies, the following 
conclusions were reached: In contrast to the studies by Davis and Franzoi (1991) and Rehber (2007) in which they 
found that the female students had higher empathy scores when compared to the male students, it was found in this 
study that gender did not make any difference in empathic tendency scores. On the other hand, this obtained finding 
did not make any difference in empathic tendency scores is in harmony with the result obtained by Ay (2006) that 
empathic skill scores increase with passing years.  
relationships and with each passing day this importance is understood more and more, various studies should be 
made 
of school, family and guidance services. 
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The sample of the present study considered to contribute to the fields of communication, guidance and 
psychological counseling was composed of only the students studying in the province of Bursa. In order for data to 
better represent the population, the study can be carried out with larger samples and with different class levels. The 
relationship of empathic tendency with various variables such as violence, parental attitudes and emphatic skills can 
be examined. 
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